MEN IN SHACKLES

priests of the true path came the Blue Valley way.
There was no leader for young Wen to emulate,
no instructor to guide this willing disciple. At
length he came to a psychological change that
brought out protest after protest, audaciously
voiced, to the consternation of the village elders
and even of the family circle.

"Why do we remain in bondage to these
practices?"

And the answer would come:

"These things are right, because they have
always been. The Son of Heaven is our leader,
and these things are lawful to him."

So Wen within his own soul commenced to hate
the Son of Heaven.

If he could find no leader, how could he find the
true way? Alas! the precocious young philosopher
could conceive of no method to get to that path
that led upward.
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